[Comparative anatomy of the velopharyngeal complex in mammals--excluding primates (1)].
From the anatomic element known with the man by the name of soft palatal-pharyngeal sphincter and which takes a major part in the phonation, the swallowing, the breathing, we have studied the evolutive morphology of the soft palatal-pharyngeal unity in several mammals. This unity which includes the levator palati and palatopharyngeus muscles is confirmed by the phylogenic and embryologic investigations. The comparative anatomy of the rat, rabbit, sheep and lion, allows to make obvious a evolutive line characterized by the gradual divergence of the axis of the two muscles common to the soft palatal and pharyngeal musculature, which could correspond with a phylogenic evolution.